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Grant Support Services Senior Manager at UNW
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It was great to see so many attending our Subsidies & Sandwiches event earlier
today, with lots of familiar faces as well as some new to our events too.

Thank you to all who attended. It was excellent to catch up and hear some
interesting conversations on how the subsidies landscape is evolving, and how this
will impact the grant funding available in the region.

If you are interested in attending our next event, reach out to let me know.

Danny Malone | Neville Bearpark | Michael McCulloch
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Nicola Coleman @ - 1t
Partrner | UNW LLP
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It was a pleasure to host ICAEW President Malcolm Bacchus here at UNW today.

Malcolm was in the region to meet with local firms and newly qualified members,
and we were pleased to host a roundtable on his behalf.

We had a wide-ranging discussion covering the North East economy, the impact of
Al on the profession, the evolving role of accountants, audit reform, sustainability.
and how ICAEW can best support its members.

It was also great to welcome Kim Johnston PhD, ICAEW's new Regional Director for
the North East & Yorkshire, and to catch up with Joanne Lucking.

A big thank you to Malcolm for making the time to visit — it was great to share
perspectives and ideas in such an open and engaging way.

And thanks to Cameron Renwick. Beth Sheldon, Christina Wood and Fern Rivett for
contributing to the conversation.

UNW welcomes ICAEW
President Malcolm Bacchus
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Huge congratulations to everyone at Ryder Architecture on today’s announcement
that the Newcastle-headquartered practice has transitioned to employee ownership
— with broad support from UNW.

4 comments - 4 reposts

With a proud 70-year heritage and a portfolio spanning the UK — as well as projects
in Australia and Canada — Ryder has taken this significant step to secure long-term
stability and growth through an Employee Ownership Trust (EQT).

Reflecting on the support from UNW's corporate finance and tax teams, Managing
Director Mark Thompson said:

"Ryder boasts an incredible 70-year heritage, and I'm proud to have been part of it
for over 35 years. We knew the next step would be crucial for our future, and we
wanted the right people to challenge and support us. We spoke to several potential
advisers, but UNW really stood out — not just because of their impressive track
record across all types of transactions, from trade sales and private equity to EOTs,
but because of how seamlessly their corporate finance and tax teams presented.
They came across as genuinely integrated from the start, and that gave us real
confidence.

Over several months, we worked closely with them to shape the shareholder
strategy and explore the succession options in depth. Their advice was honest,
insightful, and always focused on what was best for the business, our people and the
longer-term goals of the shareholders. They were incredibly hands-on — guiding us
through the process, sclving challenges as they came up, and supporting us every
step of the way.

The team also went abowve and beyond to help us communicate the thinking behind
each option, including presenting to different groups across the business. That really
helped bring everyone on board. In the end, choosing an EOT felt like the perfect
way to protect what we've built and create opportunities for the people who've
helped build it. UNW played a huge part in making that happen.”

Congratulations to all involved in the deal, including Naomi Townsend, Jonathan
Partridge, Stephen Lant, Chris Wilson, and Paul Mankin.

& Read the full story in the comments below.
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It was an absolute pleasure to attend the Insider Media North East Property Awards
2025 alongside our client, Evans Property Group, last Thursday.
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The night was made even better by the fact that we got to celebrate with them as
Dakota Newcastle was crowned 'Property Deal of the Year.'

Dakota Newcastle — a 118-room boutique hotel located at 5t Anne's Wharf on the
Quayside - is the sixth in the Dakota Hotels UK portfolio and a landmark deal that
has not only transformed a key site in Newcastle but also delivers significant
economic and employment benefits to the area.

We're proud to have been able to call Evans Property Group a UNW audit client
since 2020. With decades of experience under their belt, this privately owned, Leeds-
based firm has been making its mark on the property sector since 1950 — building a
strong track record in multi-sector projects and joint ventures.

Congratulations to everyone from Evans, including Rob Marshall, Marc Banks,
and Scott Gallagher, MEng, CA, as well as Andrew Ovenstone and Mark Spanton
MIH from Dakota Hotels, and Paul Whitaker from GMI Construction Group PLC

Dave Redhead, Martin Cross, Brittney Marshall, Fern Rivett, Andrew Wilson, Adam
Acaster ACA
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Meghan Phillips - 15t

Corporate Finance Manager at UNW
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Last weekend marked the second official outing of our (already legendary) UNW
hiking club — and while the sun decided to sit this one out again, the team spirit

definitely did not.

Big thank you to the brilliant bunch of colleagues who came along and braved the
rain!

Until next time — may the clouds part and the snacks stay dry. & ©

#UNW #TeamHike #ColleagueGoals #HikingClub #WorkplaceWellbeing
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Jacalyn Rivett @ . 1=t
Senior Project Manager at UNW LLP
b Zmo = Edited »

Nothing like a few competitive activities to complete our UNW Away Day yesterday!

3%

‘Yesterday's away day was possibly our best one yet - full of energy, laughter, and
plenty of friendly competition!

Throughout the day we focused on growth mindset, collaboration, coaching and
team building, all key ingredients for the way we're striving to work together.

A huge thank you to the Newcastle Rugby Foundation for putting on such a
fantastic day of activities and helping bring our teams even closer together.

And of course... extra points if you can guess who's wearing the mascot helmet @
Swipe through for some of the action shots!

#Teamwork #GrowthMindset #CoachingCulture #FirmAwayDay #Collaboration
#TeamBuilding #FalconsFoundation
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Congratulations
for completing
your ACA exams!

Hannah Beattie
Accounting Services

Grace Long
Accounting Services

Daniel Dryden
Tax
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Whilst she’s been with us for a little while now, we're delighted to officially announce
the appointment of Francesca Rutherford as Chief Finance and Operations Officer
here at UNW.

Fran joined us in April and brings a wealth of experience in strategic and financial
leadership. A Chartered Accountant, she's part of our Executive Team - leading on
finance and IT, and helping to shape where the firm goes next.

Reflecting on her appointment. Fran said: “| was drawn to UNW because of its clear
ambition, strong local reputation, and commitment to its culture. It's a firm that not
only delivers for clients but genuinely invests in its people. This is an exciting time to
be joining UNW. and I'm looking forward to working alongside a talented team to
help deliver on its ambitions.”

Andrew Wilson, Managing Partner at UNW, added: "As we lock ahead, it's crucial
that we continue investing in the strength of our infrastructure — not just to support
growth, but to attract and develop great pecple and deliver the quality and
consistency our clients expect.

“There's been a lot of consolidation in the sector, bringing centralised support
functions and increasing layers of pelicy and process for client facing teams. As an
independent firm, we've chosen to do things differently. Fran is embedded in the
team — working in the business, not just on it — and her appointment reflects the
culture we're committed to protecting.”

Read the full story via the link in the comments.
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Richard Dey
Accounting Services
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We're delighted to announce that HospiceCare North Northumberland, a palliative
care charity delivering Hospice at Home services across Morth Northumberland, has
been chosen as our chosen Charity of the Year for 2025/2026.

Based in Alnwick. and serving a population of over 65.000 people, HospiceCare
Morth Morthumberland provides end-of-life care to individuals suffering from life-
limiting conditions, as well as bereavement counselling and specialist dementia
services.

Chris Orife, CEO of HospiceCare North Northumberland, said: "It costs the Hospice
£1.3 million to deliver nursing care to people in their own homes at end of life, and
to provide specialist dementia services, daily support to patients and families, and
bereavement support and counselling. The money raised by UNW will help enable
our nurses, support workers, counsellors and our amazing team of velunteers to
continue to provide quality care to people across North Northumberland at the end
of life or following diagnosis with a life limiting illness.”

Read more here:

https://Inkd.in/eK4vDi9k
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It's been a busy year so far for UNW’s Transaction Services Team...

Since January, we've supported clients on 10 due diligence projects across the
Industrials, TMT. Business Services, and Energy sectors, with deal values ranging
from £1m to £20m, and an aggregate deal value of £90.4m.

The feedback we've received from those deals consistently recognises the team’s
professionalism, responsiveness, and collaborative way of working. That's exactly
what we aim for on every project, and why we continue to invest in the team to
deliver the clarity and confidence our clients need when making big decisions.

It's fantastic to see that this hard work has been recognised with a nomination for
‘Transaction Services Team of the Year’ at the Insider Media North East Dealmakers
Awards 2025.

A massive well done to everyone involved!

Neville Bearpark | Danny Malone | Chris Newman | Owen Conquest | Jonathan
Partridge | Edward Booth | Jack McCullagh | George Mackay

10

Due Diligence
highlights

The buy-side
support we've
received from
UNW's tearm on our
acquisitions has
been first class.

Sectors

We greatly valued
the team's proactive
reports were high approach and
quali wouldn't hesitate
a e to work with
them again.
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Robert Cooper @ - 1=t
Helping early-stage businesses raise investment | Advisory at UNW | Founder ...
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Great catch up this morning with the CFO / FD Group at UNW.

Some fascinating conversation into how finance leaders deal with the rolling wave
that is Al

The conversation could quite easily have gone on far longer with some really
insightful, practical learnings coming out of the session. Hopefully all of great use to
the attendees.

I'm genuinely really proud of the community that has started te develop here - for
me, relationships come first and the business / finance related stuff flows as a
natural consequence.

Thanks also Secret CFO - some of your insight and commentary from Lkd was very
useful and was banded about during the discussion. Funny how these things start on
a social platferm (from wherever you are based) and end up being mentioned by
CFO's in the North East of England..

Thanks all and to next time Ji
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Last summer, around the same time as our own office revamp
(el https://Inkd.in/eqQqDgqMgq), UNW client SPACE Architects (part of Space
Group) transformed their Morth East headquarters, Spaceworks, into a dynamic and

11 comments - 4 reposts

flexible workspace designed to inspire collaboration and innovation.

Recently, members of our Audit Team were onsite for the first time since the
upgrade and had the chance to look around the offices on Benton Park Road. Safe
to say, it made quite the impression.

The reimagined layout features everything from standing desks and meeting pods to
informal seating areas. There's even a presentation area that doubles as a
‘dancefloer’ for social events!

Congrats on the fantastic new space, SPACE Architects!

Read more about the transformation here: https://Inkd.in/eZvirDM4

John Dowdall | Lisa Parmley | Louise Stobbart-Smith | Neil McGlew | Josh Clifford
| Lucy Booth | Anna Gillespie | Bethany Lightfoot | Christina Wood
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Kasia Durma . 1st

Head of People and Culture at UNW LLP

Imo . ®
I'm excited to share that UNW has been shortlisted for the 'Excellence in
Organisational & People Development’ category at the North East HR&D Awards
2025!

The nemination recognises cur engoing commitment to investing in our people,
supporting their development and creating opportunities for growth.

Over the past 12 months, a key part of this has been Take the Lead. our bespoke
leadership development programme, empowering people to build essential
leadership skills, strengthen connections across teams and drive real change in their

roles.

Thank you to everyone involved — from those who threw themselves into each
session to the facilitators who made it all happen.

Jacalyn Rivett Richard Turnbull Laura Barker Lucy Kate Richardson Anna Jane
Morgan Talentheads Audrey Macnaughton Oliver Deacon Becca Brighty

Looking forward to the awards ceremony on 5 June at The Fed - fingers crossed!

HR D

Finalist

Excellence in Organisational & People Development

HA&D
S e a D
northeasthrdawards.
#NEHRDAWARDS o A .,
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Alfie Wright
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Claire Bell
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Dominic Oliver
Tax

Ethan Kelly
Audit

Fiona Kirtley
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George Mackay
Corporate Finance

Hannah Beattie
Dental

Jack Rowland
Audit

Jacob Yellow
Audit

James Ingham
Audit

Jonathan
Maughan
Audit

Kasia Durma
HR

Kieran Brown
Audit

Marc Donald
Tax

Ricky Lai
Tax

Ross Walker
Audit

Tom Hancock
Audit

Anna Gillespie @ - 1=t
Audit Assistant at UNW
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We brought a touch of Centre Court to the office today with a Wimbledon themed
bake sale to kick off the fundraising for our new Charity of the Year HospiceCare
North Northumberland.

A great way to rally the team together and raise funds for an important cause! 32 @

Jacalyn Rivett Claire Bell emma Mcpartlin Daniel Ridley UNW

.
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Charlotte Todd
Audit

Richard Turnbull
Marketing

Andrew Cox - 1=t
g Relationship Director, Leveraged Finance Coverage at HSBC

Tmo »

We thoroughly enjoyed hosting several leading North East businesses from the
Agrifoods sector at our roundtable last week alongside UNW .

We discussed the resilience we are seeing in the sector despite challenges around
inflation, recruitment, tariff wars, and the potential impact of the increasing use of
diet drugs.

Please let me know if you would like to discuss these or any other topics and | would
be glad to arrange some time.

#HSBCagrifood Allan Wilkinson Geoff Westmoreland Peter Sym Martin Cross
S —
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It's that time again!

The shortlists for the Insider Media North East Dealmakers Awards 2025 were
announced this week, and we're delighted to see UNW's Corporate Finance team
once again recognised across several categories — a real testament to their hard
work over the past year.

The team has enjoyed another hugely successful 12 months, advising on a range of
high-profile and complex transactions, and consistently receiving excellent feedback
from clients who value their integrated, joined-up advice and hands-on support.
Alongside delivering great deals, the team has continued to invest in its pecple and
build on its strengths — welcoming new talent. developing expertise across all areas.
and enhancing its reputation as one of the North East's leading advisers.

Congratulations to everyone in the team, and good luck to all the nominees for the
awards ceremony on 25th September!

Chris Wilson, Nick Broadhead, Paul Mankin, Naomi Townsend, Chris

MNewman, Danny Malone, Meghan Phillips, Owen Cenquest, Jonathan

Partridge, Edward Booth, Jack McCullagh, George Mackay, Lara Marshall, Neville
Bearpark

Full details can be found here: https://Inkd.in/eFiXNUpp

insider
NORTH EAST

DEALMAKERS
AWARDS 2025
SHORTLISTED

- CF Advisory Firm of the Year

- Transaction Services Team of the Year
- Deal of the Year (sub £5m)

« Deal of the Year (E5m-20m) x2

- Dealmaker of the Year
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| Naomi Townsend - 15t
Corporate Finance | UNW
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Pilates was the perfect start to the team day &

2 comments - 3 reposts

Such a lush day, the weather held out for Pilates on the beach - much needed
stretch from the desk £t Now for some well deserved drinks with the team &

Can't believe it's already been & months at UNW, what a brilliant team to be part of.
Here's to many more! 4§

Chris Wilson Nick Broadhead Paul Mankin Danny Malone Lara Marshall Meghan
Phillips Owen Conquest Jonathan Partridge Chris Newman Edward Booth George
Mackay Jack McCullagh

Eig
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2025 Promotions
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Cameron Renwick
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Katrina Gregory
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Last week, some members of UNW's Audit Team were delighted to be given a tour
of our client Smulders’ site in Wallsend.

We've been supporting the business in other areas for a number of years, but this is
our first year as auditors for Smulders Projects UK, which forms part of the
international steel construction company Smulders Group.

Smulders’ focus is on civil and industrial projects invelving steel, and offshore wind
energy. The rather large yellow constructions in the background are called
‘Transition Pieces’ and are used in offshore wind farming to connect the wind turbine
tower to the foundations in the seabed. Smulders’ team at Wallsend weld, blast and
paint the pieces, getting them ready for delivery to wherever they are needed.

Thanks for showing us around the yard, Smulders!

Robert Vickers | Katie Constable | Martin Cross | Luke Harker | Sam Young | James
Rapin
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What a way to celebrate 10 years — exactly to the day — since | joined UNW!
Up on Simenside Hills with a great bunch of colleagues, enjoying the views.

| always tell anyone who'll listen that UNW is a firm I'm really proud to work for. It's
been great to be part of the firm's growth over the past decade. And | like to think
I've contributed to that success in some small way.

It's hard to talk about ‘values’ without it sounding like corporate jargon, but for me it
boils down to simply always trying to do the right things for our pecple and our
clients — and learning from mistakes along the way.

Cheers to colleagues past and present.
And thanks to Meghan for organising today's jaunt.

E@@Q Jonathan Partridge and 127 others

4%, Parm Bhachoo @ - 1=t
Employment Tax Specialist
’ 3mo - @

Wan the Tolley's Tax award for the best employment tax team last night! That's how
we roll at UNW! Lee Muter David Paul Paul Tucker Becky Hood Leah Harrison
Louisa Edwardson Richard Turnbull
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Jacalyn Rivett @ - 1=
Senior Project Manager at UNW LLP
h 3mo -

Very excited to share that I'm officially a PRINCE2 @ Practitioner! &

After a challenging week of study and two tough exams, I'm thrilled to share that
I've passed both my PRINCEZ Project Management Foundation and Practitioner
qualifications.

I'm incredibly grateful to UNW for investing in my development and supporting me
with time off to focus on my studies. It means a lot to werk for a firm that genuinely
champicns learning and progression.

Locking forward to applying everything I've learned and continuing to grow in my
role. Onwards and upwards! $§

#PRINCE2 #ProjectManagement #ProfessionalDevelopment

@ PRINCE2

Project
Management
PRINCEZ2 7 Practitioner

CERTIFIED

by PeopleCert

C€0 You and 111 others

Danny Malone @ - 1st
Head of Due Diligence
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Earlier in the week, colleagues from across various departments at UNW came
together at Mowgli Street Food for an evening of great food and spicy banter at our
quarterly Curry Club social event! Events like these remind us that strong
professional relationships are built not just in the office, but over shared experiences.
I'd love to tell you all more, but we all signed a naan-disclosure agreement.

26 comments
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! Richard Turnbull @ . vou
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We had a brilliant time yesterday at Newcastle Falcons Rugby Club’s Kingston Park
Stadium for UNW's annual away day — a great chance to step back from the day job
and bring the whole firm together.

We kicked things off with a really engaging session on our purpose — exploring our
‘why', capturing what matters mest to us, and sharing what we want to build on as
the firm continues to grow. Plenty of honest reflections, fresh ideas, and a real sense
of shared direction.

A huge well done to Jacob Yellow, who received this year's Sam Johnson Memaorial
Award - thoroughly deserved!

Then the competitive spirit took over in the afterncon with a brilliant range of team
challenges, expertly run by the Newcastle Rugby Foundation.

Thank you to everyone involved in organising the day, to Newcastle Falcons Rugby
Club for looking after us so well, and to Darren Greco and the Foundation team for

delivering such a fun and inclusive session.

Already locking forward to next year!

S€0O Richard Dey and 89 others
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Meghan Phillips - 1=t
Corporate Finance Manager at UNW
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I'm delighted to have advised on my first transaction at UNW - and even more so
that it was here in the North East.

The region’s deals community has been incredibly welcoming since | moved back to
MNewcastle less than a year ago, and it's been fantastic to get stuck into such an
exciting opportunity so early on.

It was a privilege to work with Malcolm Humble and the ARIAN EMS LIMITED team,
supporting a brilliant business with ambitious growth plans — aiming to double in
size, create 30 new jobs, and build a second factory alongside the current facility.

Congratulations to Malcolm and the team, and to CorpAcq - | look forward to
seeing the growth plans unfold.

Here’s to many more NE deals to come!

#CorporateFinance #NorthEastBusiness #UNW #Growth
#MergersAndAcquisitions

UNW
4,288 followers
2mo - ®

Brilliant news today as ARIAN EMS LIMITED announces its sale to CorpAcq, with
lead advisory support from UNW.

The deal marks an exciting new chapter for the Northumberland-based
electronics manufacturer, positioning the business to continue its impressive
growth as part of the CorpAcqg group. With founder and Managing

Director Malcolm Humble remaining in a strategic role following the
transaction, Arian is now pushing ahead with bold expansion plans — aiming to
double in size, create around 30 new jobs, and build a second factory alongside
its existing facility.

Reflecting on the support from UNW's Corporate Finance and Tax teams,
Malcolm said:

"The team at UNW were brilliant throughout - professional. reliable and
supportive at every stage of the process. Having access to both Corporate
Finance and Tax expertise under one roof meant we benefited from truly joined-
up advice, which was invaluable during a complex transaction. They took the
time to understand our business and what we were trying to achieve, and we
always felt they were fully invested in getting the right outcome for everyone
involved.”

Congratulations to all involved in getting the deal over the line — including
UNW's Meghan Phillips, Edward Booth and Nick Broadhead, as well as Richard
Butts, Rachel Clarkson and Hollie Walsh at Ward Hadaway.

Full story in the comments below.

Q@O You and 89 others
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We kicked off the week with a busy day of filming here at UNW &

Yesterday, we spent time capturing some of our colleagues on camera, right here in
the office, as they shared their own experiences of what it's really like to work at the
firm.

Conversations touched on everything from progression and personal growth, to
culture and social life, and the unigue experience that comes from working with such
a diverse range of clients. People also spoke about the impact of our independence
— creating an environment where they feel they can genuinely make a difference — as
well as the real sense of support across the firm.

Huge thanks to everyone who took part — especially those stepping in front of the
camera for the first time! And thanks to the brilliant team at Superkrush Films —
we're locking forward to seeing the finished content.

CC® Luke Harker and 48 others
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We didn't let the rain dampen our spirits on Saturday at the Sam Johnson Memeorial
Cup & Fun Day, now in its fourth year.
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With 32 teams taking part at Hebbum Town FC, it was another fantastic turnout —
but the day is about far more than football. It's about remembering our colleague
and friend Sam, who we sadly lost in 2021.

We're so grateful to everyone who makes this event possible — from the organisers
and volunteers, players and referees to the families and friends who came along to

show their support.

This day means so much to us at UNW, and it's always special to see Sam
remembered in such a positive way.

This year’s tournament raised almost £10,000 for James' Place Charity —a
remarkable show of generosity from everyone. Chosen by Sam's family and friends,
the charity does incredible work to support men’s mental health through its centres

in Newcastle, Liverpool, and London.

Ben Toal, Jacalyn Rivett, emma Mcpartlin, Cameron Renwick, Matthew Pinkney

THE spp 10HNSQy

Memorig] Cup
& Fun Day

In memory of
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Helping early-stage businesses raise investment | Advisory at UNW | Founder of Tr...
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Fantastic turnout for the CFO/FD Group this morning in Newcastle.

Thank you to Barclays for hosting and of course to UNW who have backed and
facilitated this group from its inception.

Some very useful insights shared from both Jag Singh Rai and Chris Wilson which
provided plenty of discussion.

And, as always, thank you to all the CFO's and FD's who attended - there would be
no group without you. Great to catch up with everyone.

To the next one.
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